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CHYPS Adults at Risk Policy


1. Purpose
CHYPS is committed to promoting the safety, dignity and wellbeing of all adults involved in or attending our activities. This policy should be read alongside the CHYPS Safeguarding Policy.
We recognise that some adults may be at increased risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation and that everyone involved with CHYPS has a responsibility to respond appropriately to concerns.

2. Adults at Risk
An adult may be considered at risk where they have care and support needs and may be unable to protect themselves from abuse, neglect or exploitation.
This may include, for example, an adult with a disability, illness, mental health needs, communication difficulties, or an adult who is otherwise vulnerable because of their circumstances.

3. Recognising Abuse
Abuse can take many forms, including:
· physical abuse;
· emotional or psychological abuse;
· sexual abuse;
· financial abuse;
· neglect or acts of omission;
· discriminatory abuse;
· domestic abuse;
· exploitation or modern slavery; and
· self-neglect.
Concerns may arise from something an adult tells a member of CHYPS, something someone observes, or a change in an individual's behaviour or circumstances.

4. Responding to a Concern
Anyone involved with CHYPS who has a concern about an adult's safety should:
1. Listen calmly and take the concern seriously.
2. Allow the person to explain what has happened without leading or investigating.
3. Never promise to keep a safeguarding concern secret.
4. Make a factual record of the concern as soon as possible.
5. Report the concern promptly to the CHYPS Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) Esther Garbutt or their deputy, Neil Jeram Croft
6. If there is an immediate risk of serious harm, contact the emergency services by calling 999.
CHYPS staff and volunteers should not investigate allegations themselves or confront anyone alleged to have caused harm.

5. Supporting Adults
CHYPS will treat adults with dignity, respect and sensitivity. Where appropriate, we will involve the adult in decisions concerning their safety and take account of their wishes, communication needs and ability to make decisions.
Safeguarding information will be treated confidentially but may be shared with appropriate agencies where necessary to protect someone from harm.

6. Responsibilities
The CHYPS DSL is responsible for managing safeguarding concerns involving adults at risk and, where appropriate, making referrals to relevant external agencies.
All CHYPS trustees, staff, volunteers and other adults working with the group are responsible for:
· following this policy and the CHYPS Safeguarding Policy;
· completing any safeguarding training required by CHYPS;
· maintaining appropriate professional boundaries; and
· reporting concerns promptly.

7. Review
This policy will be reviewed regularly and following any significant safeguarding concern, relevant change in legislation or guidance, or change in CHYPS activities.

Approved by: __Esther Garbutt_
Position: ____Safeguarding Lead____

Date adopted: September 2026
Review date: September 2027
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